Ramseur

of the second marriage survived him. Ramsay's
portrait hangs in Independence Hall, Philadel-
phia, and he is commemorated on the monument
erected upon the battle-ground of Monmouth.

[See: W. F. Brand, "A Sketch of the Life and
Character of Nathaniel Ramsay," Md. Hist. Soc. Fund-
Publication, no. 24 (1887) ; sketch by Isaac R. Penny-
packer in Geo. Johnston, Hist, of Cecil Countyf Md.
(1881), pp. 537-48 ; Papers Read before the Lancaster
County Hist. Soc.t Nov. 2, 1906; W. S. Stryker, The
Battle of Monmouth (1927); "Muster Rolls ... of
Md Troops in the Am. Revolution," Archives of Md.,
vol. XVIII (1900) ; Esmeralda Boyle, Biog. Sketches
of'Distinguished Marylanders (1877), pp. i4off.; U.
S. Gasette_(Phila..')) Oct. 29, 1817.]               E.K.A.

RAMSEUR, STEPHEN DODSON (May 31,
i837-0ct. 20, 1864), Confederate soldier, the
son of Jacob A. and Lucy M. (Wilfong) Ram-
seur and a descendant of John Wilfong who
fought in the Revolution, was born in Lincoln-
ton, N. C. He attended the schools of Lincoln-
ton and Milton and at sixteen matriculated as a
freshman at Davidson College, Davidson, N. C.
Deciding upon a military career, he left David-
son in April 1855, to accept an appointment to
the United States Military Academy from which
he was graduated on July I, 1860, standing
fourteenth in a class of forty-one. He was ap-
pointed brevet second lieutenant, 3rd Artillery
with station at Fortress Monroe, Va., and was
for a short time at Washington, D. C. He was
promoted to the rank of second lieutenant of the
4th Artillery on Feb. i, 1861, but, the Civil War
having begun, he resigned on Apr. 6,1861, with-
out having joined his new regiment, and offered
his services to the Confederacy. By this gov-
ernment he was commissioned first lieutenant of
artillery and shortly thereafter was appointed
captain of a North Carolina battery. In the
spring of 1862 he reported with his battery at
Yorktown, Va., to Gen. John Bankhead Ma-
gruder \_q.v.~\t who was opposing the advance of
General McClellan up the Peninsula, was de-
tached from his battery to be placed in command
of the artillery of the right wing, and was pro-
moted to the rank of major. In April 1862, he
was elected colonel of the 49th North Carolina
Infantry. He rapidly trained his new regiment,
led it with distinction in the Seven Days' Battle
in front of Richmond, and though severely
wounded at Malvern Hill, refused to leave the
field until the engagement was over.

Upon the recommendation of General Lee he
was promoted to brigadier-general on Nov. I,
1862, and assigned to command a brigade of four
North Carolina regiments in D. H. Hill's di-
vision of Stonewall Jackson's corps in the Army
of Northern Virginia. He fought gallantly with
his brigade at Chancellorsville where he was
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again wounded, participated in the battles at
Gettysburg, in the Wilderness, and at Spotsyl-
vania, where he received another wound and
where his brigade won fame by its charge which
drove General Hancock's men from the "bloody
angle." On June i, 1864, he was promoted to
the rank of major-general. He commanded a
division at Cold Harbor and in the force of Gen.
Jubal A. Early [#.#.], which invaded Maryland
in June and July 1864. Returning to the Shenan-
doah Valley his division bore the brunt of Gen-
eral Sheridan's attack at Winchester, Va., and
fell back in good order. At Cedar Creek, Va., on
Oct. 19, 1864, after assisting in the initial defeat
of the Union forces, he fell mortally wounded
while rallying his men to stop Sheridan's coun-
ter-attack. He was taken prisoner and died the
next day at Sheridan's headquarters in Winches-
ter. Just a year previous, on Oct 22, he had
married Ellen E. Richmond of Milton, N. C,
and only the day before receiving his fatal wound
he learned of the birth of a daughter. General
Early ably depicted the spirit of Ramseur in the
following words: "He was a most gallant and
energetic officer whom no disaster appalled, but
his courage and energy seemed to gain new
strength in the midst of confusion and disorder"
(Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, vol. IV,
1888, p. 529).

[William R. Cox, Address on the Life and Character
of Maj. Gen. S. D. Ramseur before the Ladies Memo-
rial Asso. of Raleigh, N. C.f May ro, iBgi (1891), also
in W. J. Peele, Lives of Distinguished North Caro-
linians (1898) ; Conf. Mil. Hist. (1899), vol. IV; F.
B. Heitman, Hist. Register and Diet, of the U. S. Army
(1903) ; Address by Col. DuPont at the Unveiling of
the Monument . . . to Maj. Gen. S. D. Ramseur
(1920) ; C. R. Shaw, Davidson College (1923) ; Rich-
mond Whig, Oct. 24, 1864.3                          S.T.H.

RAMSEY, ALEXANDER (Sept 8, 1815-
Apr. 22, 1903), governor of Minnesota, United
States senator, secretary of war, was born near
Harrisburg, Pa., the son of Elizabeth Kelker
and Thomas Ramsey. His ancestry was Scotch
and German. As a youth Ramsey, who was or-
phaned at the age of ten, was employed in the
store of a grand-uncle, was clerk in the office of
register of deeds, and worked for a time as a
carpenter, meanwhile pursuing his studies as
best he could. At the age of eighteen he entered
Lafayette College, but he left before completing
his course to study law. After his admission to
the bar in 1839 he practised law at Harrisburg
and became a zealous worker in the interests of
the Whig party. In 1840 he was secretary of the
Pennsylvania electoral college, and the year fol-
lowing, chief clerk of the House of Represen-
tatives. From 1843 to 1847 he represented his
district in Congress. In 1848, as chairman of
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